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F O R E W O R D

1

This year the John B. Aird Gallery is celebrating  Toronto 
PRIDE with Under the Rainbow, Decoding Queer Film / 
Sous l’arc-en-ciel, Exploration des films queer an online 
slideshow accompanied by a playlist and downloadable 
PDF publication showcasing art by contemporary artists 
inspired by film with queer    content curated by Sarah 
Hunter. 

Sarah writes, “Film has often been used as a code 
for queer issues especially before it was possible to 
be safely out and dealing with queer topics. A good 
example is the character Mrs. Danvers from 
Rebecca by Hitchcock. It is clear by some of the veiled 
inferences that Mrs. Danvers was in love with 
Rebecca in the story. You can use new contemporary 
movies, actors, or directors to draw from or explore older 
films,  directors, and actors that were closeted or hiding 
queer themes within their work”.

The collection of works by John Abrams, Ben 
(Timothy Carl) Benedict, Deanna Bickford, Lee 
Campbell, Christopher Cape, Patrick DeCoste, James 
B. Fowler, Laurent Good, Arnie Guha, Raymond
Helkio, Rhodri Kasperbauer, Steve Khan, Peter Max
Lawrence, Nina Levitt, Sue Lloyd, Mike Longley,
Ronald Loranger, Julius Poncelet Manapul,
Anastasia Meicholas, Damian Mellin, Andy Pimpinel-
la, Walter Segers, Heidi Taillefer, Hope Thompson,
Freddie Towe, Sonja van Kerkhoff, Mihail Vuchkov, Re-
becca Payne have been selected by Under the Rainbow
curator, Sarah Hunter is inspired by a film with queer con-
tent, a queer film-maker, or a queer actor.

BY CARLA GARNET
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I N T R O D U C T I O N
BY MARINA DOUKAS
Film is an extremely powerful means of 
communication. It is a combination of moving 
visual imagery, put together with sound and 
performance. Some films are understood as having 
a clear and dominant message, while others rely 
on conveying their message completely through 
subtext. For curator Sarah Hunter, it is the 
decoding of the subtext that captures her interest. 

Decoding as a communication theory was 
initially developed in 1973 by cultural studies 
intellectual Stuart Hall. It focuses on the 
understanding that you can take away 
meaning from a message based on what you 
already know, and makes sense to you. This 
process includes absorbing and understanding the 
information presented to you through 
verbal or often non-verbal messaging. 

Specifically for queer films, it wasn’t always safe 
to be so clear with their messaging, and because 
of this, they attempted to use the conventional 
cinema model to nod to the LGBTQ+ community 
and raise awareness around their experiences. I 
believe these subtexts were more 
easily decoded in film because the 
familiarity with the medium was already established 
in mainstream culture.  
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When putting together this publication, I thought 
specifically about Canadian Philosopher 
Marshal McLuhan’s theory that ‘the medium is the 
message’. This theory sheds a light on the 
importance of the vehicle of communication, and 
argues it might be even more important than the 
context itself. When looking at film, there 
is a linear experience that takes place; an 
awareness that this medium will follow a path of 
beginning, middle, and end. When this type of 
unspoken understanding takes place, it leaves 
room for more in-depth thought about the 
context of a film. This is an important 
perspective to keep in mind, especially when 
attempting to decode queer films. That is why I 
decided to stay along this theme and organize the 
art going into this publication by medium.  

Beginning with film based on queer content, a queer 
film-maker, or a queer actor, these artists have all 
responded to the medium in their own practice. The 
publication includes; works on paper, on 
canvas, on screen, photo and mixed media from 
28 different artists. This unique collection of art 
being created from art, sparks conversation around 
queer thoughts and experiences brought 
together by Sarah Hunter, as she presents ‘Under the 
Rainbow, Decoding Queer Film.’
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C U R A T O R 
E S S A Y
BY SARAH HUNTER

One of the reasons I chose this idea for an art show 
was that I was inspired by queer films when I first 
came out and created a body of work that 
referenced them in a variety of ways.

Here are a few examples of art works I created that 
were directly inspired by queer directors, actors or 
queer content.

The First piece Night of the Hunter was inspired by 
a film of the same name that I had studied in 
University and had always made a huge impression 
on me. It was only later when I read up about the 
film and rewatched it that I realized the director 
was Charles Laughton who was a popular actor in 
films in the 1930’s 40’s and 50’s. Night of the 
Hunter was the only film he ever directed and he 
was a gay man who was very closeted during his 
career. The film references children and how 
vulnerable they can be in the face of adults and their 
corruption.
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Life is a Carbaret This piece was inspired by the 
Film Cabaret which was a movie I saw numerous 
times as a teenager in the 1970’s. The film is 
loosely based on one of the stories written by 
Christopher Isherwood in his series called 
Christopher Isherwood was an out gay man at a 
time when many artists and writers were still hiding 
their sexuality. He wrote honestly about all he saw 
in Berlin including the sex clubs, the transvestites 
and the very accepting atmosphere for gay people 
at that time in Berlin before the Nazi’s came to 
power. In the course of the film you see the gradual 
change that takes place over several months as the 
Nazi’s start to have more influence.

Breakfast at Tiffany’s  This film is based on the book 
by Truman Capote, an out gay man who wrote it in 
the 1950’s. I had always found the book very 
touching and the film, although they Hollywoodized 
the ending, became iconic because of Audrey 
Hepburn and the wonderful composition of Moon 
River that was written for the film. When I worked on 
this piece I was thinking of my own time as a young 
gay woman in New York in the 1980’s and some of 
the adventures I had then.

Love is a piece based on a number of films including 
Hitchcock’s North by Northwest, the musical South 
Pacific and Roman Holiday. This film references the 
love of women and the attraction of travelling and 
being in love. Mitzi Gaynor who was a gay woman 
starred in South Pacific and many of Hitchcock’s 
films reference gay themes in their storylines.



Susan’s dream is based on some of my 
experiences of coming out. Susan was my first 
girlfriend and I was inspired to do a piece that 
explored some of the feelings that I went 
through during this relationship. Some of the films 
I used to inspire me in this film are Accattone and 
Hawks and Sparrows, two films by gay director 
Pasolini and Vincente Minnelli’s film An American 
in Paris. Minnelli was a gay director but closeted 
during much of his time in Hollywood and was 
married to Judy Garland for a time.

I am delighted to have the opportunity to curate 
this show and share my love of queer film with 
other artists who have submitted their work. I was 
impressed by the depth and variety of work we 
received. I hope you enjoy this show and it is 
wonderful to be able to have this show 
presented during Pride month to celebrate 
queer film, queer culture and queer content.

Sarah Hunter
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Sarah Hunter

Night of the Hunter, 2009
Painting
24" x 30"



Sarah Hunter

Life Is A Cabaret, 2011
Painting
20" x 24"



Sarah Hunter

Breakfast at Tiffany's, 2008
Painting
20" x 24"



Sarah Hunter 

Love, 2018
Painting
18" x 24"



Sarah Hunter 

Susan's Dream, 2018
Painting
30" x 30"



O N  P A P E R



Ben Timothy Carl Benedict
50 Years
Acrylic on paper
30” x 22”
$500



Ben Timothy Carl Benedict
I AM NOT A FAGGOT 
Acrylic on paper
28” x 22”
$500



Deanna Bickford

David Wojnarowicz
Acrylic screened onto cellulose fibre print paper
6” x 8”
$200



Lee Campbell
Rupert Everett, Another Country
Pencil drawing and black ink biro on paper
8” x 12”



Patrick DeCoste

Querelle
Mixed media on sketch book
10” x 14”



Ronald Loranger
Inspired by Brad Davis in Querelle by Fassbinder based on Jean Genet, 2022
Sketch based on a photo by Roger Fritz



Steve Khan

120 BPM
Drawing
9” x 12”
$250



Steve Khan
Head On 
Drawing  
9” x 12”
$250



Steve Khan

Rafiki
Drawing
9” x 12”
$250



Steve Khan
The Story of Us 
Drawing  
9” x 12”
$250



Heidi Taillefer

I Put a Spell on You
Graphite on paper
36” x 54”
$5500



O N  C A N V A S



John Abrams
Excerpt from: 112 SECOND THE BIRDS (Phone) 
Oil on canvas and video
36” x 48”
00:01:24
$9000

https://vimeo.com/71860620


John Abrams
Excerpt from: 112 SECOND THE BIRDS Smoking 
Oil on canvas and video
00:01:24
$9000

https://vimeo.com/71860620


Julius Poncelet Manapul

Montgomery Clift in I Confess 
Oil on Canvas
16” x 16” x 1.5”



Rebecca Payne

My body is a drag 
Acrylic on Canvas
24” x 36”



Anastasia Meicholas

Cloud 9 
Acrylic paint on standard canvas panel
40” x 40”
$2500



Anastasia Meicholas

Dream 
Acrylic paint on standard canvas panel
40” x 40”
$2500



Laurent Good

Impressions from All about my mother by Almodóvar 
Acrylic and gouache on canvas board
36” x 24”
$2230



O N  S C R E E N



Nina Levitt

Gravity, 1997-99
Still images from video installation, 3 video projections, and 2 audio clips 
with excerpts from “The Killing of Sister George"
22” x 26”, 9” x 13” dimensions vary
00:03:30

http://www.ninalevitt.com/portfolio/gravity/


Sonja van Kerkhoff

19 Gay Men and The Throne of God, 2017
Still image from video installation with music and soundscape
00:05:10

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T1OHAQCwx40


Mihail Vuchkov

The Girl with the Poppies, The Other Bulgarian Woman
Still image from video installation
00:01:03

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SPiofyMc3lo


Mihail Vuchkov

The Girl with the Narcissus, The Other Bulgarian Woman
Still image from video installation
00:01:03

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SPiofyMc3lo


Mihail Vuchkov
The Girl with the Cherries, The Other Bulgarian Woman
Still image from video installation 
00:01:03

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SPiofyMc3lo


Mihail Vuchkov
The Seven Maidens, The Other Bulgarian Woman
Still image from video installation 
00:01:03

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SPiofyMc3lo


P H O T O



James B. Fowler

HOLLYWOOD 1 
Photograph 
16” x 24”
$300



James B. Fowler

HOLLYWOOD 2 
Photograph 
16” x 24”
$300



Julius Poncelet Manapul

Margaret as Bette 
Photography and Digital Collage 
12” x 16”



Peter Max Lawrence

Nashville #1 
Photograph 
9” x 9”
$500



Peter Max Lawrence

Nashville #2 
Photograph 
10” x 8”
$500



Mike Longley
Wandering as Homecoming
Photography print
8” x 12”
$280
Edition of 12



Mike Longley
Mysterious/Skin
Photography print
10” x 10”
$260
Edition of 12



Arnie Guha

Brokeback Mountain 
Photograph 
32” x 18”
$750



M I X E D 
M E D I A



Arnie Guha
UN CHANT D’AMOUR
Digital and mixed media, photographs, and digital paint
36” x 24”
$750



Christopher Cape

100 years and are you still afraid? 
Mixed media on panel and framed 
263/4” x 193/4”
$1,050



Raymond Helkio

Brick & Maggie The Cat 
Collage and digital print
7.5” x 10”
$250



Rhodri Kasperbauer

Pussy Riot - A Punk Prayer :         /RAGE 
Collage 
8.75” x 11.5”
$400

БЕСИТ



Rhodri Kasperbauer

Sergei Parajanov, You Must Torment People with Your Artistic Delight 
Collage of 47 original photos by Rhodri Kasperbauer 
11.75” x 10.25”
$500



Nina Levitt

Think Nothing of it (Dorothy Arzner & Joan Crawford), 1990 
C-prints
5.30” x 40”
$12,500



Sue Lloyd

If X is a Construct 
Acrylic paint and pencil on wood panel 
16” x 20”
$500



Sue Lloyd

Stone Butch Blues No Movie Version 
Acrylic paint and pencil on wood panel 
20” x 16”
$500



Damian Mellin
Float
Still image from VR landscape with textural effects and hand painting
24” x 36”
$800

https://www.instagram.com/p/CekHBTSsglV/


Damian Mellin

Turn Around
Still image from VR landscape with textural effects and hand painting
24” x 36”
$800



Andy Pimpinella
EXCERPTS FROM MY LIFE: FEMALE TROUBLE
Graphite, acrylic, and gesso on panel
28” x 34”
$550



Andy Pimpinella

EXCERPTS FROM MY LIFE: THE BOYS IN THE BAND 
Graphite, acrylic, and gesso on panel 
25” x 36”
$550



Walter Segers

Cruise #5 
Archival digital inkjet print 
14” x 22”
$600



Walter Segers

Cruise #6 
Archival digital inkjet print 
14” x 22”
$600



Hope Thompson 

Movieland 
Digital artwork using image from Movieland 
February 1955



Freddie Towe

Spiritual Journey 
Mixed media 
17” x 17”
$600



Peter Max Lawrence,Nashville #2, Photography. 10”x 8”
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B I O G R A P H I E S
SARAH HUNTER 
CURATOR

Sarah Hunter has been a practicing visual 
artist since the late 1980’s. She has shown 
extensively in Toronto and Ontario in group and 
solo shows and has shown her work outside 
of Canada in the United States and Taipei, 
Taiwan.  Her work is  expressionistic in nature 
and explores three distinct areas, Portraits, Animal 
Imagery, and Mixed Media Paintings. 

Sarah grew up in Toronto and completed her 
grade 12 at Woodstock International School in 
Uttark and, India, and did an undergraduate 
degree in Fine Arts at Sarah Lawrence College in 
New York. She returned to Toronto to do 
graduate work at U of T in Arts Education. 

Sarah curated ALL ABOUT QUEER FILM in 
2014 as part of World Pride in Toronto. She 
has been included in numerous group shows in 
Toronto and has also had her work showcased in 
exhibitions in Hamilton, Montreal, and Ottawa. 
She was recently included in a group show of 
the Christie Pits Artists Collective in Toronto.

https://turtlart.ca/
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B I O G R A P H I E S
MARINA DOUKAS 
UNDER THE RAINBOW DESIGNER & 
ESSAYIST

Marina Doukas is a Canadian painter whose work 
is often colourful and vibrant and ranges from 
being thick and chaotic to blended and controlled. 
Her paintings explore themes of self-expression 
and the   idiosyncrasies of identity by bringing 
together abstract mark-making and contemporary 
portraiture. Pulling from her knowledge of gesture 
and abstraction from her time at the University of 
Guelph, she treats the paint as a tool to record her 
experiences with navigating the expression of 
femininity and all of the moments of tension and 
discovery that may present themselves along the 
way. With the use of bright colours and various 
brush strokes, her paintings act as an ongoing 
investigation of individuality and prioritize 
authenticity and assertiveness of self through her 
explorations.

Marina Doukas obtained her Bachelor of Arts, 
Honours in Studio Arts at the University of Guelph.

https://www.marinadoukas.com/about
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A B O U T  T H E  
A I R D
The John B. Aird Gallery (1985-present) is a 
self-funded non-profit public art gallery with a  
director/curator, a managing board, and charitable 
tax status. The Gallery hosts up to nine exhibits per 
year, many accompanied by online publications, 
plus our annual Mistletoe Magic  fundraiser. These 
exhibits provide participation opportunities for 
up to four hundred artists year upon year.

The Aird prides itself on being inclusive, hosting 
several large-group shows (online or in-situ), and 
two or three annual Arts Council and/or Scotiabank 
CONTACT Festival of Photography-funded exhibits 
that pay CARFAC fees.

The Gallery’s mission is to provide a generous, safe 
contemporary art exhibition space where visual 
culture can be shared and explored by an audience 
as diverse as its makers.

We believe visual culture inspires, engages, 
and amplifies Toronto’s communities.

In September 2019 the Aird Gallery moved from 
the provincial-government buildings at Bay and 
Wellesley, to a temporary location on West-Queen-
West. We foresee returning to our 3,500 square foot 
space on the second floor in the Macdonald Block 
by mid-decade.
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